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Quality assurance (QA) for envi- 
ronmental analysis is a growing 
feature of the nineties as is illus- 
trated by the number of QA 
guidelines and systems which 
are being implemented nowa- 
days. This book focuses on the 
technical aspects of quality assur- 
ance. The techniques used in dif- 
ferent analytical fields are 
critically reviewed and existing 
tools for evaluating their per- 
formance are described. Particu- 
lar reference is made to the 
activities of the Measurements 
and Testing Programme (BCR) 
of the European Commission to- 
wards the improvement of qual- 
ity control of environmental 
analysis. 
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The primary objective of 
this volume, the first in a 
new series entitled Theo- 
retical and Computational 
Chemistry, is to survey 
some effective approaches 
to understanding, describ- 
ing and predicting ways in 
which solutes and solvents 
interact and the effects 
they have upon each other. 


The treatment of solute/sol- 
vent interactions that is 
presented emphasizes a 
synergism between theory 
and experiment. Data ob- 
tained experimentally are 
used as a basis for develop- 
ing quantitative theoretical 
models that permit the cor- 
relation and interpretation 
of the data, and also pro- 
vide a predictive capabil- 
ity. The latter being of 
course a key motivation 
for these efforts. Linear 
solvation energy relation- 
ships have been quite suc- 
cessful in this respect and 
accordingly receive consid- 
erable attention. Other ef- 
fective approaches, 
including computational 
ones, are also being pur- 
sued, and are discussed in 
several chapters. This is an 
area that is continually 
evolving, and it is hoped 
that the present volume 
will convey a sense of its 
dynamic nature. 
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This sub-volume is a typical il- 
lustration of the way in which 
supplements to the second edi- 
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Carbon Compounds provide a 
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whole of organic chemistry. 
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propenes and benzocyclobute- 
nes. All these subjects are dealt 
with thoroughly. Thus, although 
topics of current interest are 
highlighted, such as new syn- 
thetic methodology and control 
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areas are certainly not 
neglected and the cider ones 
are brought up to date. 
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